The in vitro susceptibility of Clostridium septicum was studied with a microtiter broth dilution method. Several antimicrobial agents demonstrated consistently good activity against the organism. Minimal inhibitory concentrations were determined by a microtiter broth dilution method.
The in vitro susceptibility of Clostridium septicum was studied with a microtiter broth dilution method. Several antimicrobial agents demonstrated consistently good activity against the organism.
Clostridium septicum bacteremia in humans has been associated with a variety of malignancies, particularly leukemia and carcinoma of the colon (1, 4) . The organism has been shown to cause soft tissue infections, including myonecrosis. It has also been suggested as a pathogen in neutropenic enterocolitis (5 The results of this investigation are summarized in Table 1 . Bacteroides control strains gave reproducible results, with minimal inhibitory concentrations ranging within one dilution of the mean. The newer nonpenicillin beta-lactam compounds were less active than penicillin, cefoxitin, and the older cephalosporins.
Prompt institution of appropriate antimicrobial therapy is important in the management of C. septicum infections, which may involve extensive tissue necrosis and be rapidly fatal. The excellent in vitro activity of penicillin demonstrated in this study confirms its place as the drug of choice. Clindamycin, chloramphenicol, metronidazole, and vancomycin may be reason- 
